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Our First Year At A Glance

MEET OUR BOARD

SENDING ITEMS TO
PATIENTS

HOPES

Our Board of Directors has put in
many hours to ensure a successful start
up for our foundation. Each individual
on our board has been personally
impacted by cancer, whether they are a
survivor or had a parent or child
diagnosed. They are from left: Mandy
Conklin, Secretary, Cara Atkinson,
President, Mia Damato, Vanessa
Venezie, and Nick Nardone, Treasurer.

Our foundation takes pride in bringing
HOPE to those going through
treatments. Through craft nights and
working with our high school students
we have created over 385 items of
encouragement for patients and sent
them to their home or to Shady Side
Hospital's Cancer Unit, Heritage Valley
Beaver's Chemotherapy and Radiation
Departments, and the Hillman Cancer
Center in New Castle. 

Through donations given and funds raised, our
foundation is able to provide a HOPE for a
patient or family facing a stage 4, non-curable, or
terminal diagnosis. To date we have provided 12
large scale HOPEs including  gas cards, a Hoyer
Lift (see picture), a wig, cleaning services in the
home, meals, and groceries for patients and
families. 



FUNDRAISERS
We have received amazing support from
many schools, businesses, families, and
individuals who have wanted to join our
cause and have helped us raise over
$70,000 in our first year!. Through our
Guest Bartending Night, Hair for Hope
Cut-A-Thon, Concert of Hope and many
more events we have spread the word of
all our foundation can provide those
fighting the battle with cancer, while
raising so many funds to help our
cause! We were also overwhelmed by
the support at our First Annual
"Celebration of HOPE Ball" which was
attended by over 375 supporters!
 
 WORKING WITH CANCER

TREATMENT CENTERS
We have established great relationships with patients and staff at several local cancer
treatment centers. Our foundation has provided items of encouragement, snacks, sent

hats and blankets and provided assistance for many patients at Heritage Valley
Beaver's Radiation and Chemotherapy Departments, we created Easter crafts and sent
blankets to patients at the Hillman Cancer Center in New Castle and each Christmas

we visit patient rooms and have filled 100 bags with activities to keep patients busy who
are receiving long term treatments at Shady Side Hospital in Pittsburgh. Working first

hand with the patients and the amazing healthcare providers at these facilities has
been life changing!

 
 



As an active member of Club Hope in
high school, I learned so much not only
about what it means to be a part of a
community, but to love the people in
your community. I carried the loving

traits that I gained from this
organization with me throughout my

college career at Pitt as the President
of Colleges Against Cancer and I will
carry them with me forever. At some
point in your life, cancer will more
than likely have an impact and this
organization brings about hope, love,

and smiles...encouraging people to keep
fighting and to never give up.

Therefore, Club Hope will always have
a special place in my heart!

~Amber Leech
Ellwood City High School

Class of 2015 
 

"What excites me most about
Club Hope is watching

students develop a sense of
service to others and the

satisfaction they get helping
others in their school and

community."
~Kevin Dimeo: Sponsor of
Club Hope in Elwood City

 

Last year, our school was honored to be asked by Club Hope to partner with them in
fundraising and increasing awareness of Club Hope.  We gladly accepted and have been blessed
by the experience.  Working with Club Hope provides my students the opportunity to give back
to their community and to those struggling with a cancer diagnosis.  The students love that they
feel like they are making an impact in what seems like an overwhelming fight against cancer. 
Many of them know someone personally who has been affected by the disease, and  Club Hope
gives them an avenue to focus their emotions towards hope and a cure.  The Club Hope board

and leaders have such amazing hearts and enthusiasm for their mission, that it is contagious to
anyone who comes in contact with them.  They provide opportunities that are engaging and
impactful  so that every volunteer feels like an important part of the "team" and part of the

fight against cancer.  We can't wait to see what's next!!
~Melanie Hoyman: Teacher at Riverside High School

A LASTING IMPRESSION ON
THE LIVES OF STUDENTS AND

TEACHERS:

Being a part of Club Hope was truly a
life changing experience. Getting to

raise money for families in need and
visiting patients at Shady Side Hospital
along with working with Cara and the

other students involved was my favorite
thing about it. Because of Club Hope, I

have chosen to become an oncology
nurse. I am so excited to graduate in
two years from Saint Mary's College

and help as many people as I can.
Thank you Cara and thank you Club

Hope!
~Jordan Gilchrist

Ellwood City High School
Class of 2017

 

Club Hope has changed my life.
It's truly taught me that small
acts of kindness can make the

biggest impact. Not just for
those fighting this battle, but

their caregivers, families and
friends. I would not be the

person I am today if it wasn't
for Club Hope. 

~Francesca Nardone
Ellwood City High School

Class of 2013
 

Club Hope is an excellent organization
that allows students to learn about love
and charity. Club Hope has inspired me

to work with the community and be a
leader in assisting others with their

problems. This club made me the man I
am today and has caused my eyes to be

opened due to the relationships we as
humans share. It has helped me make
friends and has made me more social.

It has also influenced my decision
making at college as I will be studying

for a job in human resources
rehabilitation. I am eternally grateful

for this club
~Dominic Nocera

Ellwood City High School
Class of 2017

 


